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Contention in Global South 
It is very common for ordinary citizens to use contentious methods to make claims in the global 
south. In this course we investigate the shapers and movers of contention in global south. We 
particularly focus on the effect of political institutions, repression political economy, migration, 
ethnicity, organizations, and tactics of protestors. States are also actively involved in sponsoring 
moving in the global south, and revolutions also make an important class of contentious politics in 
the global south. These topics make the structuring categories for this graduate seminar.  
In this course we aim to learn about the main research questions asked about contention in global 
south and the literature developed to answer such questions. We also want to learn about different 
methodologies and sources of data used by different researchers, and form our own research 
proposals about contention in global south. 

Academic Integrity: 
You must maintain academic integrity through all exams, quizzes, and written assignments. Please 
read carefully the provisions here, make certain you understand and adhere to them, and ask me to 
clarify any questions you have.  
 

Course Requirements: 
 
Participation and Class assignments (20 points):  
 

Active participation in class discussion is a major requirement for this course. Everyone 
is also responsible for leading the discussion for two class sessions. 
 
 

Reading notes (30 points): 
For each reading, please note the research question, main argument, research design and data 
description, and the analysis. Your weekly reading notes should offer reflections on the readings 
including critical observations, identification of further questions to pursue, applicability of 
concepts and theories in the reading to other cases, and so forth. For each reading, please also 
include the full bibliography. 

 

Paper (50 points): In addition to the weekly reading notes and initiating discussion, the other major 
requirement is a research paper. Your paper can take one of three forms: (1) research proposal, (2) 
literature review, or (3) an empirical paper. Your paper will be developed through an initial plan (due 



Friday, February 17th), a rough draft on Friday April 7rd, and a final version due at the end of the 2 
semester (May 2nd). I will provide a separate handout describing this assignment in greater detail. 
We will set aside time for everyone to discuss and get feedback on their papers throughout the 
semester. 

 
 
Date Topic Reading 
January 
17 

Introduction Tilly, Charles, and Sidney Tarrow. 2015. Contentious Politics. 2nd 
edition. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. “Making 
Claims” 

January 
24 

Political 
Institutions 

Almeida, Paul D. 2003. “Opportunity Organizations and Threat-
Induced Contention: Protest Waves in Authoritarian 
Settings.” American Journal of Sociology 109(2):345–400. doi: 
10.1086/378395. 

Robertson, Graeme B. 2007. “Strikes and Labor Organization in 
Hybrid Regimes.” American Political Science Review 
101(4):781–98. doi: 10.1017/S0003055407070475. 

Reuter, Ora John, and Graeme B. Robertson. 2015. 
“Legislatures, Cooptation, and Social Protest in 
Contemporary Authoritarian Regimes.” The Journal of Politics 
77(1):235–48. doi: 10.1086/678390. 

Inclán, María de la Luz. 2008. “From the ¡Ya Basta! To the 
Caracoles: Zapatista Mobilization under Transitional 
Conditions.” American Journal of Sociology 113(5):1316–50. 
doi: 10.1086/525508. 

Chin, John, Wonjun Song, and Joseph Wright. 2022. 
“Personalization of Power and Mass Uprisings in 
Dictatorships.” British Journal of Political Science 1–20. 
doi: 10.1017/S0007123422000114. 

Cornell, Agnes, and Marcia Grimes. 2015. “Institutions as 
Incentives for Civic Action: Bureaucratic Structures, Civil 
Society, and Disruptive Protests.” The Journal of Politics 
77(3):664–78. doi: 10.1086/681058. 

 
January 
31 

Repression Atak, Kıvanç, and Ismail Emre Bayram. 2017. “Protest Policing 
Alla Turca: Threat, Insurgency, and the Repression of Pro-
Kurdish Protests in Turkey.” Social Forces 95(4):1667–94. 
doi: 10.1093/sf/sox029. 

Berman, Chantal E. 2021. “Policing the Organizational Threat in 
Morocco: Protest and Public Violence in Liberal 
Autocracies.” American Journal of Political Science 65(3):733–
54. doi: 10.1111/ajps.12565. 

Lawrence, Adria K. 2017. “Repression and Activism among the 
Arab Spring’s First Movers: Evidence from Morocco’s 
February 20th Movement.” British Journal of Political Science 
47(3):699–718. doi: 10.1017/S0007123415000733. 



Chang, Paul Y. 2008. “Unintended Consequences of Repression: 
Alliance Formation in South Korea’s Democracy 
Movement (1970–1979).” Social Forces 87(2):651–77. 

Long, Yan. 2018. “The Contradictory Impact of Transnational 
AIDS Institutions on State Repression in China, 1989–
2013.” American Journal of Sociology 124(2):309–66. 

Rozenas, Arturas, and Yuri M. Zhukov. 2019. “Mass Repression 
and Political Loyalty: Evidence from Stalin’s ‘Terror by 
Hunger.’” American Political Science Review 113(2):569–
83. doi: 10.1017/S0003055419000066. 

 
February 
7 

Political Economy Chen, Xi. 2017. “Elitism and Exclusion in Mass Protest: 
Privatization, Resistance, and State Domination in China.” 
Comparative Political Studies 50(7):908–34. doi: 
10.1177/0010414016655532. 

Rosenfeld, Bryn. 2017. “Reevaluating the Middle-Class Protest 
Paradigm: A Case-Control Study of Democratic Protest 
Coalitions in Russia.” American Political Science Review 
111(4):637–52. 

Teitelbaum, Emmanuel. 2010. “Mobilizing Restraint: Economic 
Reform and the Politics of Industrial Protest in South 
Asia.” World Politics 62(4):676–713. doi: 
10.1017/S0043887110000225. 

Christensen, Darin. 2019. “Concession Stands: How Mining 
Investments Incite Protest in Africa.” International 
Organization 73(1):65–101. doi: 
10.1017/S0020818318000413. 

Caren, Neal, Sarah Gaby, and Catherine Herrold. “Economic 
Breakdown and Collective Action.” Social Problems 64, no. 
1 (2017): 133–55. 

Dahlum, Sirianne, and Tore Wig. 2021. “Chaos on Campus: 
Universities and Mass Political Protest.” Comparative Political 
Studies 54(1):3–32. doi: 10.1177/0010414020919902. 

February 
14 

Migration Lu, Yao. 2019. “Empowerment or Disintegration? Migration, 
Social Institutions, and Collective Action in Rural China.” 
American Journal of Sociology 125(3):683–729. doi: 
10.1086/706755. 

Moss, Dana M. 2020. “Voice After Exit: Explaining Diaspora 
Mobilization for the Arab Spring.” Social Forces 98(4):1669–
94. doi: 10.1093/sf/soz070. 

Pfaff, Steven, and Hyojoung Kim. 2003. “Exit-Voice Dynamics 
in Collective Action: An Analysis of Emigration and 
Protest in the East German Revolution.” The American 
Journal of Sociology 109(2):401–44. doi: 10.1086/378342. 

Escribà-Folch, Abel, Covadonga Meseguer, and Joseph Wright. 
2018. “Remittances and Protest in Dictatorships.” American 



Journal of Political Science 62(4):889–904. doi: 
10.1111/ajps.12382. 

Ash, Konstantin, and Nick Obradovich. 2020. “Climatic Stress, 
Internal Migration, and Syrian Civil War Onset.” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution 64(1):3–31. doi: 
10.1177/0022002719864140. 

 
 

February 
21 

Ethnicity Cederman, Lars-Erik, Andreas Wimmer, and Brian Min. 2010. 
“Why Do Ethnic Groups Rebel?: New Data and Analysis.” 
World Politics 62(1):87–119. 

Lewis, Janet I. 2017. “How Does Ethnic Rebellion Start?” 
Comparative Political Studies 50(10):1420–50. doi: 
10.1177/0010414016672235. 

Kalyvas, Stathis N. 2008. “Ethnic Defection in Civil War.” 
Comparative Political Studies 41(8):1043–68. 

Tezcür, Güneş Murat. 2016. “Ordinary People, Extraordinary 
Risks: Participation in an Ethnic Rebellion.” American 
Political Science Review 110(2):247–64. 

Mazur, Kevin. 2019. “State Networks and Intra-Ethnic Group 
Variation in the 2011 Syrian Uprising.” Comparative Political 
Studies 52(7):995–1027. doi: 10.1177/0010414018806536. 

Majed, Rima. 2020. “In Defense of Intra-Sectarian Divide: Street 
Mobilization, Coalition Formation, and Rapid 
Realignments of Sectarian Boundaries in Lebanon.” Social 
Forces soaa076. doi: 10.1093/sf/soaa076. 

February 
28 

Organizations Lu, Yao, and Ran Tao. 2017. “Organizational Structure and 
Collective Action: Lineage Networks, Semiautonomous 
Civic Associations, and Collective Resistance in Rural 
China.” American Journal of Sociology 122(6):1726–74. doi: 
10.1086/691346. 

Vüllers, Johannes, and Elisa Schwarz. 2019. “The Power of 
Words: State Reactions to Protest Announcements.” 
Comparative Political Studies 52(3):347–81. doi: 
10.1177/0010414018784059. 

Kadivar, Mohammad Ali. 2013. “Alliances and Perception 
Profiles in the Iranian Reform Movement, 1997 to 2005.” 
American Sociological Review 78(6):1063–86. 

Lyall, Jason M. K. 2006. “Pocket Protests: Rhetorical Coercion 
and the Micropolitics of Collective Action in 
Semiauthoritarian Regimes.” World Politics 58(3):378–412. 
doi: 10.1353/wp.2007.0003. 

Pinckney, Jonathan, Charles Butcher, and Jessica Maves 
Braithwaite. 2022. “Organizations, Resistance, and 
Democracy: How Civil Society Organizations Impact 
Democratization.” International Studies Quarterly 
66(1):sqab094. doi: 10.1093/isq/sqab094. 



Pearlman, Wendy. 2021. “Mobilizing From Scratch: Large-Scale 
Collective Action Without Preexisting Organization in the 
Syrian Uprising.” Comparative Political Studies 54(10):1786–
1817. doi: 10.1177/0010414020912281. 

March 7  No class 
March 14 Strategies & 

Tactics 
Stephan, Maria J., and Erica Chenoweth. 2008. “Why Civil 

Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of Nonviolent 
Conflict.” International Security 33(1):7–44. doi: 
10.1162/isec.2008.33.1.7. 

Kadivar, Mohammad Ali, and Neil Ketchley. 2018. “Sticks, 
Stones, and Molotov Cocktails: Unarmed Collective 
Violence and Democratization.” Socius: Sociological Research 
for a Dynamic World 4:1–16. doi: 
10.1177/2378023118773614. 

Manekin, Devorah, and Tamar Mitts. 2022. “Effective for 
Whom? Ethnic Identity and Nonviolent Resistance.” 
American Political Science Review 116(1):161–80. doi: 
10.1017/S0003055421000940. 

Clarke, Killian. 2022. “Revolutionary Violence and 
Counterrevolution.” American Political Science Review 1–17. 
doi: 10.1017/S0003055422001174. 

Paschel, Tianna S. 2010. “The Right to Difference: Explaining 
Colombia’s Shift from Color Blindness to the Law of Black 
Communities.” American Journal of Sociology 116(3):729–69. 
doi: 10.1086/655752. 

Fu, Diana. 2017. “Disguised Collective Action in China.” 
Comparative Political Studies 50(4):499–527. doi: 
10.1177/0010414015626437. 

March 21 Outcome Cai, Yongshun. 2008. “Power Structure and Regime Resilience: 
Contentious Politics in China.” British Journal of Political 
Science 38(3):411–32. doi: 10.1017/S0007123408000215. 

Tertytchnaya, Katerina. 2020. “Protests and Voter Defections in 
Electoral Autocracies: Evidence From Russia.” Comparative 
Political Studies 53(12):1926–56. doi: 
10.1177/0010414019843556. 

Zarate Tenorio, Barbara. 2014. “Social Spending Responses to 
Organized Labor and Mass Protests in Latin America, 
1970-2007.” Comparative Political Studies 47(14):1945–72. doi: 
10.1177/0010414013519409. 

Ketchley, Neil, and Thoraya El-Rayyes. 2020. “Unpopular 
Protest: Mass Mobilization and Attitudes to Democracy in 
Post-Mubarak Egypt.” The Journal of Politics 000–000. doi: 
10.1086/709298. 

Boulding, Carew E. 2010. “NGOs and Political Participation in 
Weak Democracies: Subnational Evidence on Protest and 
Voter Turnout from Bolivia.” The Journal of Politics 
72(2):456–68. doi: 10.1017/S0022381609990922. 



Pion-Berlin, David, Diego Esparza, and Kevin Grisham. 2014. 
“Staying Quartered: Civilian Uprisings and Military 
Disobedience in the Twenty-First Century.” Comparative 
Political Studies 47(2):230–59. doi: 
10.1177/0010414012450566. 

 
March 28 State Sponsored 

Mobilization 
Ekiert, Grzegorz, Elizabeth J. Perry, and Xiaojun Yan, eds. 

2020. Ruling by Other Means: State-Mobilized Movements. 
Cambridge University Press. Introduction. 

Hellmeier, Sebastian, and Nils B. Weidmann. 2019. “Pulling the 
Strings? The Strategic Use of Pro-Government 
Mobilization in Authoritarian Regimes.” Comparative Political 
Studies 0010414019843559. doi: 
10.1177/0010414019843559. 

Beissinger, Mark R. 2020. “Social Sources of 
Counterrevolution.” P. 140 in Ruling by Other Means: State-
Mobilized Movements. Cambridge University Press. 

Auyero, Javier, and Timothy Patrick Moran. 2007. “The 
Dynamics of Collective Violence: Dissecting Food Riots in 
Contemporary Argentina.” Social Forces 85(3):1341–67. 
doi: 10.1353/sof.2007.0030. 

Ketchley, Neil. 2017. Egypt in a Time of Revolution: 
Contentious Politics and the Arab Spring. S.l.: Cambridge 
University Press. Chapter 5. 

Khani, Saber, and Mohammad Ali Kadivar. 2023. “The 
Organizational Infrastructure of Pro-Government 
Mobilization: Evidence from Iran 2015-2019.” 
Unpublished Manuscript. 

April 4 Class Projects  
April 11 Revolutions Beissinger, Mark R. 2022. The Revolutionary City. Princeton, N.J: 

Princeton University Press. 
 

April 18 No class  
April 25 Democratization Kadivar, Mohammad Ali. 2022. Popular Politics and the Path to 

Durable Democracy. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
May 2 Student 

Presentations 
 

 


